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Abstract
Background: In recent years, the number of HIV/AIDS cases among youth has increased year by year around the world. A
spatial and temporal analysis of these AIDS cases is necessary for the development of youth AIDS prevention and control
policies.
Objective: This study aimed to analyze the spatial and temporal distribution and associated factors of HIV/AIDS among
youth in Guangxi as an example.
Methods: The reported HIV/AIDS cases of youths aged 15‐24 years in Guangxi from January 2014 to December 2021 were
extracted from the Chinese Comprehensive Response Information Management System of HIV/AIDS. Data on population,
economy, and health resources were obtained from the Guangxi Statistical Yearbook. The ArcGIS (version 10.8; ESRI Inc)
software was used to describe the spatial distribution of AIDS incidence among youths in Guangxi. A Bayesian spatiotemporal
model was used to analyze the distribution and associated factors of HIV/AIDS, such as gross domestic product per capita,
population density, number of health technicians, and road mileage per unit area.
Results: From 2014 to 2021, a total of 4638 cases of HIV/AIDS infection among youths were reported in Guangxi. The
reported incidence of HIV/AIDS cases among youths in Guangxi increased from 9.13/100,000 in 2014 to 11.15/100,000 in
2019 and then plummeted to a low of 8.37/100,000 in 2020, followed by a small increase to 9.66/100,000 in 2021. The districts
(counties) with relatively high HIV/AIDS prevalence among youths were Xixiangtang, Xingning, Qingxiu, Chengzhong, and
Diecai. The reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths was negatively significantly associated with road mileage per unit
area (km) at a posterior mean of −0.510 (95% CI −0.818 to 0.209). It was positively associated with population density (100
persons) at a posterior mean of 0.025 (95% CI 0.012‐0.038), with the number of health technicians (100 persons) having a
posterior mean of 0.007 (95% CI 0.004‐0.009).
Conclusions: In Guangxi, current HIV and AIDS prevention and control among young people should focus on areas with a
high risk of disease. It is suggested to strengthen the allocation of AIDS health resources and balance urban development and
AIDS prevention. In addition, AIDS awareness, detection, and intervention among Guangxi youths need to be strengthened.
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Introduction
According to the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/
AIDS (UNAIDS), there are an average of 4000 new HIV
infections worldwide every day, approximately 27.5% of which
occur in young people aged 15-24 years [1]. In China, students
accounted for 19% of cases among youths aged 15‐24 years;
82% of the students were infected through homosexual contact
[2]. In the past few years, the number of college students newly
diagnosed with HIV in China has increased by 30% to 50%
annually [3]. Young people were active in sexual behaviors and
had more unprotected sexual behaviors, which would increase
the risk of HIV transmission [4,5]. HIV/AIDS shortens the lives
of young people and imposes an enormous economic burden
on individuals and their families [6]. Young people living with
HIV often face social discrimination and stigma [7], leading to
problems such as low mood and low self-esteem. Therefore, it
is necessary to carry out research on HIV/AIDS and prevention
among the Chinese youth population.

Due to differences in economic development, population
density, and meteorological factors, there are spatial differ-
ences in the distribution of infectious diseases [8]. It has
been shown that the transmission and distribution of HIV/
AIDS exhibit heterogeneity in space and time [9]. Compared
with classical linear regression model analysis, the Bayesian
spatiotemporal model can correct for the relationship between
influencing factors and disease through spatiotemporal effects
and then analyze disease time, space, and related elements to
improve the accuracy of the model [10]. Population movements
in densely populated areas promote the spread of HIV and
make these areas vulnerable to the epidemic [11]. The decline
in gross domestic product (GDP) has harmed social indicators
such as life expectancy, access to education, future income,
and a decline in health services, leading to the further spread
of HIV infection [12]. The spatiotemporal analysis makes it
possible to visually show the changing trends and spatiotempo-
ral distribution of HIV incidence.

This study used a Bayesian spatiotemporal model to analyze
the spatiotemporal distribution pattern of HIV among youths
aged 15‐24 years in Guangxi from 2014 to 2021. Addition-
ally, we explored the effects of population, GDP per capita,
population density, number of health technicians, and road
mileage per unit area.

Methods
Ethical Considerations
This study was approved by Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region Center for Disease Control and Prevention Institu-
tional Review Board (GXIRB2016-0047-3). The data used in
this study were from the National Case Reporting Database
(NCRD) of the Chinese Comprehensive Response Information

Management System of HIV/AIDS (CRIMS), which is a
national information system for the management of infectious
diseases. The extraction and analysis of these data were
reviewed and approved by the Ethics Review Committee and
were in accordance with ethical requirements. The procedures
followed were in accordance with the ethical standards of the
responsible committee (Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
Center for Disease Control and Prevention).
Study Area
As one of the special economic provinces, Guangxi (full name:
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, [104°26‐112°04′ E, 20°
54′-26°24′N]), located in southwestern coastal areas in China
and bordering Vietnam, plays an essential role in southwestern
coastal areas. It has 14 administrative cities and 111 counties or
urban districts, with a land area of 237,600 km2 and a resident
population of 50.37 million as of 2021. We used the district
(county) level as the geographical unit, which is appropriate to
study spatial clustering and Bayesian spatiotemporal analysis in
Guangxi (Multimedia Appendix 1).
Data Source
The data for the reported cases of HIV/AIDS among young
people aged 15‐24 years in Guangxi from January 2014
to December 2021 were from the Chinese Comprehensive
Response Information Management System of HIV/AIDS. The
demographic, socioeconomic, and health institution variables
analyzed were obtained from the Guangxi Statistical Yearbook.
A vector map of Guangxi at the county level was obtained from
the National Geomatics Center of China.

We changed the units of some of the data to improve
the final presentation as follows: (1) the permanent popula-
tion at year-end (10,000 persons), (2) GDP per capita (1000
yuan=US $140.40), (3) population density (100 persons per
km2), (4) number of health technicians (100 persons), and (5)
road mileage per unit area (km).
Statistical Analysis

Data Preprocessing
We assessed the number of youths at the district (county) level
from 2014 to 2021 through the proportion of the population
aged between 15 and 24 in Guangxi, based on the statistical data
from the Seventh National Census in 2020.

According to the descriptive statistics of the variables
analyzed preliminarily, there are 26 missing values (2.93%)
in GDP per capita, 34 missing values (3.83%) in road mileage
per unit area, and 11 missing values (1.24%) in the number
of health technicians. The missing values of variables were
imputed in the statistical software R (version 4.2.1; R Founda-
tion for Statistical Computing). The imputation was performed
by considering the trends of each variable over time within
different regions [13]. The functions impute_lm and impute_rf
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from the simputation package were applied when the variable
varies linearly with the year and nonlinearly, respectively [14].

Incidence Estimates
The ArcGIS 10.8 (ESRI Inc) software was used to describe
the spatial distribution of reported HIV/AIDS incidence
among youths in Guangxi.

Spatial Autocorrelation Analysis
Overview
Spatial autocorrelation can analyze the correlation of epidem-
ics in different spatial locations and measure the degree of
aggregation of attribute values of spatial units [15]. GeoDa
(version 1.10.0.8; Center for Spatial Data Science) was used
to conduct a spatial autocorrelation analysis of reported HIV/
AIDS among youths in Guangxi. In GeoDa 1.10.0.8 software,
the 2014‐2021 Guangxi youth AIDS data were matched with
111 districts (counties) to establish a database.

Global Spatial Autocorrelation
Moran I suggests whether there is a cluster and the size of
the cluster in the spatial distribution of HIV/AIDS among
youths in Guangxi. The global Moran I usually indicates a high
level of spatial autocorrelation in the whole region and takes
values in the range [−1,1]. For Moran I>0, there is a positive
spatial correlation between regions; for example, high values
are adjacent to high values, and low values are adjacent to low
values. For Moran I<0, there is a negative spatial correlation
between regions, such as high values adjacent to low values.
For Moran I=0, there is good independence among regions and
no spatial correlation. Z values were obtained by hypothesis
testing, and differences were considered statistically significant
when P<.05.

Local Spatial Autocorrelation
Local indicators of spatial association (LISA) indicate the
spatial correlation of the components in the study area [16].
There are 4 types of local spatial clustering in LISA clustering
maps: “High-High,” “Low-Low,” “Low-High,” and “High-
Low.” The first 2 types indicate that the observed values in
a region are similar to the surrounding region. The remaining
2 types indicate spatial outliers, indicating that a high value
is surrounded by adjacent low values or that a low value is
surrounded by high neighboring values [17].

Bayesian Spatiotemporal Analysis
We used the Bayesian spatiotemporal model proposed by
Rushworth et al [18] to analyze the impact of social and
economic factors on the reported incidence of HIV/AIDS
among those aged 15 to 24 years in Guangxi from 2014 to
2021. The model is an extension of the Bayesian spatiotem-
poral generalized linear mixed model with a spatiotemporal
autoregressive process to allow for local spatial heterogeneity
(adaptive smoothing) rather than global smoothing.

We assumed that the number of reported HIV/AIDS cases in
the d-th district in the t-th year followed a Poisson distribution:

(1)ydt ∼ Poisson(λdt), λdt = edtθdtfor d = 1, . . . , k, t = 1, . . . , n
Let ydt denote the reported number of HIV/AIDS cases andedt denote the expected number of HIV/AIDS cases in year t in
district d. θdt denotes the ratio of the number of actual cases to
the number of expected cases in year t in district d, which is the
mean log relative risk. The Bayesian spatiotemporal model is
modeled as follows:

(2)ln θdt = β0 + k = 1
4 xikβk + Ψdt,

where β0 is the intercept, xi(i=1,2,3,4) represents influencing
variables (GDP per capita, Population density, Road mileage
per unit area, and number of health technicians), βk denotes the
regression coefficients of corresponding variables, and ψdt is
the random effect for local authority d and time period t.

The model parameters were estimated using Markov
chain Monte Carlo simulation with Gibbs sampling through
the function ST.CARar from the CARBayesST package in
R (version 4.2.1; R Foundation for Statistical Computing)
[19,20]. Values of the posterior mean and 95% CI were then
stored and summarized for analysis [21]. For a more detailed
description of the model, refer to the supplementary material
accompanying this paper (Multimedia Appendix 2).

Sensitivity Analysis
Given that over 50% of the influencing variables data were
missing from Xiufeng district, we applied a random forest
algorithm for imputation to address this issue.

Results
Spatiotemporal Statistical Analysis
A total of 4638 HIV/AIDS cases among youths were reported in
Guangxi from 2014 to 2021. During 2014‐2021, the aver-
age incidence of HIV/AIDS in Nanning was 19.94/100,000,
ranking first. The average incidence in Hechi was the lowest
(5.95/100,000). The average incidence in Nanning was 3.35
times that of Hechi in the past 8 years. Nanning had the highest
number of cases (n=1387), and the second and third were Guilin
(n=435) and Yulin (n=419), respectively. Fangchenggang had
the lowest cumulative number of cases (n=86). The number of
youths with HIV/AIDS in Nanning is 16.13 times higher than
that in Fangchenggang (Table 1).
The reported incidence of HIV/AIDS cases among youths in
Guangxi increased from 9.13/100,000 in 2014 to 11.15/100,000
in 2019 and then plummeted to a low of 8.37/100,000 in 2020,
followed by a small increase to 9.66/100,000 in 2021 (Figure
1). The number of cases in each city showed an increasing trend
from 2014 to 2015 and then decreased. The maximum number
was reported in 2017 with 642 cases, among which Nanning
ranked first with 199 cases, accounting for 24.66% (Table 1).
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Figure 2 shows the changes in HIV infection among young
people in Guangxi from 2014 to 2021, with darker colors
representing a greater reported incidence. In 2014‐2021, youth
HIV/AIDS cases were reported in all districts and counties
of Guangxi, but they were unevenly distributed. Areas with
reported incidences higher than 20 (1/100,000) were mainly
concentrated in northwestern, southwestern, and some central
areas. Of these, the districts (counties) with an average

reported incidence higher than 2 (1/100,000) were Xixiang-
tang, Xingning, Qingxiu, Chengzhong, and Diecai. In contrast,
districts (counties) with low average reported incidence rates
(<5, 1/100,000) were mainly concentrated in Hechi, Laibin,
Guigang, and Guilin. After 2020, the reported incidence
of HIV/AIDS among youths in most districts (counties) of
Guangxi was reduced to less than 5 (1/100,000).
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Figure 1. Reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths in Guangxi, 2014‐2021.
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Figure 2. Reported incidence (rate per 100,000 population) of HIV/AIDS among youths at the district (county) level, Guangxi, 2014‐2021. Darker
areas mean there is a higher reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths.

Bayesian Analysis
A Bayesian spatiotemporal model was used to detect factors
associated with HIV/AIDS incidence among youths in

Guangxi. Table 2 shows the posterior means with 95%
CIs for the variables associated with youth HIV/AIDS.
The reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths was
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negatively significantly associated with road mileage per unit
area (km) at a posterior mean of −0.510 (95% CI −0.818
to 0.209). The reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among
youths was positively associated with population density (100
persons) at a posterior mean of 0.025 (95% CI 0.012‐0.038),
with the number of health technicians (100 persons) having
a posterior mean of 0.007 (95% CI 0.004‐0.009). These
results suggested that population density (100 persons) and
the number of health technicians (100 persons) are positively
related to the reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths.
Road mileage per unit area (km) was negatively related to the
reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths (Table 2).

Sensitivity analyses indicated that the estimates of the
posterior distribution of the Bayesian spatiotemporal model
were robust. Table 3 shows the results of the Bayesian
spatiotemporal modeling when deleting the Xiufeng district
due to missing values exceeding 50%. It suggested that
population density and the number of health technicians are
positively related to the reported incidence of HIV/AIDS
among youths. In contrast, when the XiuFeng district was
retained, road mileage per unit area was negatively associated
with the reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths.

Table 2. Bayesian estimation of socioeconomic factors for reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths, Guangxi, 2014‐2021.
Variates RRaa (95% CI) Posterior mean (95% CI) RRbb (95% CI)
GDPc per capita (1000 yuan=US $140.40) 1.150 (1.017 to 1.328) 0.001 (−0.002 to 0.005) 1.051 (0.944 to 1.170)
Population density (100 persons) 1.200 (1.154 to 1.342) 0.025 (0.012 to 0.038) 1.218 (1.097 to 1.348)
Road mileage per unit area (km) 0.932 (0.904 to 0.954) −0.510 (−0.818 to 0.209) 0.881 (0.817 to 0.948)
number of health technicians (100 persons) 1.150 (1.106 to 1.238) 0.007 (0.004 to 0.009) 1.204 (1.126 to 1.285)

aRRa: estimated relative risk of the univariate Bayesian spatiotemporal model.
bRRb: estimated relative risk of the multivariate Bayesian spatiotemporal model.
cGDP: gross domestic product.

Table 3. Bayesian estimation of socioeconomic factors for reported HIV incidence among youths in Guangxi, excluding Xiufeng District, 2014‐
2021.
Variates RRaa (95% CI) Posterior mean (95% CI) RRbb (95% CI)
GDP per capita (1000 yuan=US $140.40) 1.172 (1.132 to 1.250) 0.002 (−0.001 to 0.005) 1.067 (0.957 to 1.183)
Population density (100 persons) 1.172 (1.154 to 1.196) 0.020 (0.006 to 0.033) 1.152 (1.042 to 1.268)
Road mileage per unit area (km) 0.998 (0.960 to 0.1000) −0.268 (−0.573 to 0.020) 0.937 (0.871 to 1.007)
number of health technicians (100 persons) 1.194 (1.181 to 1.252) 0.007 (0.004 to 0.009) 1.204 (1.126 to 1.285)

aRRa: estimated relative risk of the univariate Bayesian spatiotemporal model.
bRRb: estimated relative risk of the multivariate Bayesian spatiotemporal model.

Spatial Autocorrelation Analysis
Global spatial autocorrelation analysis of the mean annual
reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths in Guangxi
showed that except for 2020 (Moran I=0.0234, P=.13) and
2021 (Moran I=0.0691, P=.06), Moran I from 2014 to 2019
was in the range of 0.114‐0.297. At the district (county) level,
the reported incidence of HIV among youths in Guangxi
exhibited significant spatial and regional clustering from 2014
to 2021 (Table 4).

LISA analysis can effectively identify the hot spots
(High-High) and cold spots (Low-Low) of HIV/AIDS (Figure
3). The distribution of HIV/AIDS among youths in Guangxi
is spatially aggregated, with hot spots concentrated in the
southwest and cold spots moving from northwest to north-
east. Specifically, the hot spots mainly include Xixiangtang,
Xingning, Qingxiu, Jiangnan, Yongning, Diecai, Qixing,
Xiangshan, and Yanshan; the cold spots mainly include Leye,
Tian’e, Fengshan, Bama, Jinchengjiang, and Quanzhou.

Table 4. The global spatial autocorrelation of HIV/AIDS among youths in Guangxi, China, 2014‐2021.
Year Moran I E (I) Mean (SD) Z value P value
2014 0.1136 −0.0091 −0.0075 (0.0598) 2.0234 .03
2015 0.1271 −0.0091 −0.0114 (0.0600) 2.3085 .02
2016 0.1613 −0.0091 −0.011 (0.0600) 2.8701 .003
2017 0.2439 −0.0091 −0.0062 (0.0598) 4.1861 .001
2018 0.2438 −0.0091 −0.0108 (0.0589) 4.3231 .002
2019 0.2974 −0.0091 −0.012 (0.0556) 5.5608 .001
2020 0.0234 −0.0091 −0.009 (0.0382) 0.8464 .13
2021 0.0691 −0.0091 −0.0122 (0.0459) 1.7688 .06
Average 0.2748 −0.0091 −0.0126 (0.0540) 5.3169 .002
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Figure 3. Yearly local indicators of spatial association (LISA) cluster maps for reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths, Guangxi, 2014‐2021.
Four different colors represent 4 types of local spatial clustering: High-High cluster, Low-Low cluster, Low-High outlier, and High-Low outlier.
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Discussion
Principal Findings
From 2014 to 2021, a total of 4638 cases of HIV/AIDS
infection among youths were reported in Guangxi. The
reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths in Guangxi
increased from 9.13/100,000 in 2014 to 11.15/100,000 in
2019 and then decreased to a low of 8.37/100,000 in
2020, followed by a small increase to 9.66/100,000 in
2021. In 2016‐2019, the population density in Guangxi
districts (counties) grew faster, and the reported incidence
of HIV/AIDS among youths in Guangxi peaked in 2017
(11.65/100,000) and continued at a higher level. The
emergence of this phenomenon was related to Guangxi’s
HIV/AIDS prevention and control policy. In 2015, Guangxi
launched a 5-year second round of HIV/AIDS prevention
and treatment projects [22]. The project has strengthened
HIV/AIDS awareness and increased HIV testing among
higher education students. Some long-standing but unaware
HIV infections and HIV/AIDS cases can be detected earlier
[23], resulting in a significant increase in reported inci-
dence. In 2020‐2021, the reported incidence of HIV/AIDS
among youths in Guangxi was significantly reduced, and
most of the spatially aggregated districts (counties) disap-
peared. During the epidemic of COVID-19 in Guangxi, the
reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among youths decreased
by 24.90% compared with 2019. However, in the previ-
ous 6 years, the reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among
youths in Guangxi continued to increase. This may be
related to epidemic prevention and control measures adopted
by the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region government,
such as closed management and restrictions on the move-
ment of people [24,25]. First, these measures may reduce
the timeliness and accessibility of testing for HIV-infected
youths, thereby affecting HIV testing among youths. Second,
possible changes in the behavioral characteristics of people
are associated with HIV infection, such as sexual behavior
patterns and population movements [26]. Because of reduced
population mobility, youths had less contact with each other,
thus reducing the chance of HIV transmission.

The districts (counties) with high HIV/AIDS preva-
lence among youths were Xixiangtang, Xingning, Qingxiu,
Chengzhong, and Diecai. These areas are the gathering
place of Guangxi’s colleges and universities, with a higher
concentration of young students. Therefore, it is recommen-
ded that these regions strengthen the allocation of medical
and health resources for HIV/AIDS prevention and control,
balance urban development with HIV/AIDS prevention, and
strengthen HIV/AIDS publicity, detection, and intervention
among youths.

The Bayesian spatiotemporal model combines the
embedded time information, spatial information, parameter
uncertainty (prior distribution), and related spatiotemporal
factors, solves the estimation bias caused by spatial structure,
and makes the estimation more stable and reliable [27]. In
the present study, the Bayesian spatiotemporal model was

used to analyze the spatiotemporal distribution and influenc-
ing factors of the reported incidence of HIV/AIDS among
youths in Guangxi by combining it with demographic data
from 2014 to 2021. The reported incidence of HIV/AIDS
among youths was negatively significantly related to road
mileage per unit area (km) at a posterior mean of −0.510
(95% CI −0.818 to 0.209). Typically, road miles per unit
area are relative to socioeconomic status. Youth groups living
in socioeconomically prosperous areas are likely to have
better health awareness and easier access to HIV/AIDS health
services and prevention measures. The reported incidence of
HIV/AIDS among youths was positively related to population
density (100 persons) at a posterior mean of 0.025 (95%
CI 0.012‐0.038), with the number of health technicians (100
persons) having a posterior mean of 0.007 (95% CI 0.004‐
0.009). Studies based on a Bayesian spatiotemporal model
showed that population density was positively correlated with
the incidence of hand-foot-mouth disease, cholera, and other
infectious diseases [28,29]. Previous studies have shown that
high social activities and opportunities to make friends in
high-density groups will increase the frequency of contact
with infectious sources [30], thus promoting the spread of
HIV/AIDS. In Guangxi, the population density increased
from 2014 to 2021, and the risk of AIDS among youths
increased. The number of health technicians can reflect
medical resources [31], which are very important for the
detection of HIV-infected persons. The more abundant the
medical resources are, the higher the timeliness and accessi-
bility of HIV testing. Timely HIV testing with high accessi-
bility helps to identify more young people with HIV/AIDS.
Limitations
First, since the youth population data were calculated based
on the Seventh National Census in 2020, there might be small
discrepancies with the actual data. Second, the delay or lag
between the reported number of HIV/AIDS infections and
the exact number of HIV/AIDS infections inevitably leads to
the difference in relative risk [23]. Finally, as an ecological
study, ecological fallacies are inevitable due to factors such
as individual differences within a group. In the future, more
accurate data on the youth population could be collected,
and other influencing factors could be considered for further
study. However, this study provided a scientific basis for the
formulation of prevention and treatment strategies for HIV/
AIDS among Chinese youths. It will help the health sector to
better allocate HIV/AIDS medical resources and better carry
out HIV prevention and control among the youth population.
Conclusions
In Guangxi, current HIV/AIDS prevention and control among
young people should focus on areas with a high risk of
disease. It is suggested to strengthen the allocation of HIV/
AIDS health resources and balance urban development and
HIV/AIDS prevention. In addition, HIV/AIDS awareness,
detection, and intervention among Guangxi youths need to
be strengthened.

JMIR PUBLIC HEALTH AND SURVEILLANCE Li et al

https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361 JMIR Public Health Surveill 2024 | vol. 10 | e53361 | p. 10
(page number not for citation purposes)

https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361


Acknowledgments
JL and RZ analyzed the data and wrote the manuscript. GL and ML collected the data. HC, JH, and YR preprocessed the data.
ST, QZ, DD, and CL revised the manuscript. NW designed the research and revised the manuscript. All authors contributed
to this article and approved the submitted version. This work was supported by the Technical Application and Promotion
Plan of Guilin City (grant 2020011203-6), National Natural Science Foundation of China (grants 82160636, 12071366,
and 82260670), Guangxi Natural Science Foundation Project (grant 2020GXNSFAA159020), Guangxi Key Laboratory
of AIDS Prevention Control and Translation (grant ZZH2020010), Ministry of Science and Technology of China (grant
2022YFC2305200), Guangxi Bagui Honor Scholarship, and Chinese State Key Laboratory of Infectious Disease Prevention
and Control.
Data Availability
The data that support the findings of this study are available from the Chinese Comprehensive Response Information Manage-
ment System of HIV/AIDS, but restrictions apply to the availability of these data, which were used under license for this study
and so are not publicly available. Data are, however, available from the authors upon reasonable request and with permission
of the Chinese Comprehensive Response Information Management System of HIV/AIDS.
Conflicts of Interest
None declared.
Multimedia Appendix 1
Guangxi in China geographical position and Guangxi city, district (county) list.
[XLSX File (Microsoft Excel File), 707 KB-Multimedia Appendix 1]

Multimedia Appendix 2
A detailed description of the Bayesian spatiotemporal model.
[DOCX File (Microsoft Word File), 35 KB-Multimedia Appendix 2]
References
1. Full report — in danger: UNAIDS global AIDS update 2022. UNAIDS. URL: https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/

documents/2022/in-danger-global-aids-update [Accessed 2022-12-01]
2. Zhang X, Wang N, Vermund SH, et al. Interventions to improve the HIV continuum of care in China. Curr HIV/AIDS

Rep. Dec 2019;16(6):448-457. [doi: 10.1007/s11904-019-00469-y] [Medline: 31776975]
3. Li G, Jiang Y, Zhang L. HIV upsurge in China’s students. Science. May 24, 2019;364(6442):711. [doi: 10.1126/science.

aay0799] [Medline: 31123112]
4. Setse RW, Siberry GK, Gravitt PE, et al. Correlates of sexual activity and sexually transmitted infections among human

immunodeficiency virus-infected youth in the LEGACY cohort, United States, 2006. Pediatr Infect Dis J. Nov
2011;30(11):967-973. [doi: 10.1097/INF.0b013e3182326779] [Medline: 22001904]

5. Habel MA, Leichliter JS, Dittus PJ, Spicknall IH, Aral SO. Heterosexual anal and oral sex in adolescents and adults in
the United States, 2011-2015. Sex Transm Dis. Dec 2018;45(12):775-782. [doi: 10.1097/OLQ.0000000000000889]
[Medline: 29965947]

6. Nzioka C. The impact of HIV/AIDS on the University of Nairobi. UNESCO: Health and Education Resource Centre.
Sep 2000. URL: https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=
88c247e37a87dbd2JmltdHM9MTcyNzIyMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNGE0NDE3NS05ZjgxLTY1ZTYtMzcwMi01MzQzO
WVlNzY0YjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5MQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=14a44175-9f81-65e6-3702-53439ee764b4&psq=
The+impact+of+HIV%2fAIDS+on+the+University+of+Nairobi&u=
a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWNhZGVtaWEuZWR1LzYyNjcyMzA2L1RoZV9JbXBhY3Rfb2ZfSElWX0FJRFNfb25fdGh
lX1VuaXZlcnNpdHlfb2ZfTmFpcm9iaSM6fjp0ZXh0PTYgNC4wIElNUEFDVCBPRiBISVYvQUlEUyBPTg&ntb=1
[Accessed 2024-09-23]

7. Kimera E, Vindevogel S, Engelen AM, et al. HIV-related stigma among youth living with HIV in Western Uganda. Qual
Health Res. Aug 2021;31(10):1937-1950. [doi: 10.1177/10497323211012347] [Medline: 33980098]

8. Montana JF, Ferreira GRON, Cunha CLF, et al. The HIV epidemic in Colombia: spatial and temporal trends analysis.
BMC Public Health. Jan 21, 2021;21(1):178. [doi: 10.1186/s12889-021-10196-y] [Medline: 33478434]

9. Ugwu CLJ, Ncayiyana JR. Spatial disparities of HIV prevalence in South Africa. Do sociodemographic, behavioral, and
biological factors explain this spatial variability? Front Public Health. Nov 11, 2022;10:994277. [doi: 10.3389/fpubh.
2022.994277] [Medline: 36438270]

10. Haddawy P, Hasan AHMI, Kasantikul R, et al. Spatiotemporal Bayesian networks for malaria prediction. Artif Intell
Med. Jan 2018;84:127-138. [doi: 10.1016/j.artmed.2017.12.002] [Medline: 29241658]

JMIR PUBLIC HEALTH AND SURVEILLANCE Li et al

https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361 JMIR Public Health Surveill 2024 | vol. 10 | e53361 | p. 11
(page number not for citation purposes)

https://jmir.org/api/download?alt_name=publichealth_v10i1e53361_app1.xlsx
https://jmir.org/api/download?alt_name=publichealth_v10i1e53361_app1.xlsx
https://jmir.org/api/download?alt_name=publichealth_v10i1e53361_app2.docx
https://jmir.org/api/download?alt_name=publichealth_v10i1e53361_app2.docx
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2022/in-danger-global-aids-update
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2022/in-danger-global-aids-update
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11904-019-00469-y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31776975
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aay0799
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aay0799
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31123112
https://doi.org/10.1097/INF.0b013e3182326779
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22001904
https://doi.org/10.1097/OLQ.0000000000000889
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29965947
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=88c247e37a87dbd2JmltdHM9MTcyNzIyMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNGE0NDE3NS05ZjgxLTY1ZTYtMzcwMi01MzQzOWVlNzY0YjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5MQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=14a44175-9f81-65e6-3702-53439ee764b4&psq=The+impact+of+HIV%2fAIDS+on+the+University+of+Nairobi&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWNhZGVtaWEuZWR1LzYyNjcyMzA2L1RoZV9JbXBhY3Rfb2ZfSElWX0FJRFNfb25fdGhlX1VuaXZlcnNpdHlfb2ZfTmFpcm9iaSM6fjp0ZXh0PTYgNC4wIElNUEFDVCBPRiBISVYvQUlEUyBPTg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=88c247e37a87dbd2JmltdHM9MTcyNzIyMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNGE0NDE3NS05ZjgxLTY1ZTYtMzcwMi01MzQzOWVlNzY0YjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5MQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=14a44175-9f81-65e6-3702-53439ee764b4&psq=The+impact+of+HIV%2fAIDS+on+the+University+of+Nairobi&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWNhZGVtaWEuZWR1LzYyNjcyMzA2L1RoZV9JbXBhY3Rfb2ZfSElWX0FJRFNfb25fdGhlX1VuaXZlcnNpdHlfb2ZfTmFpcm9iaSM6fjp0ZXh0PTYgNC4wIElNUEFDVCBPRiBISVYvQUlEUyBPTg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=88c247e37a87dbd2JmltdHM9MTcyNzIyMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNGE0NDE3NS05ZjgxLTY1ZTYtMzcwMi01MzQzOWVlNzY0YjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5MQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=14a44175-9f81-65e6-3702-53439ee764b4&psq=The+impact+of+HIV%2fAIDS+on+the+University+of+Nairobi&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWNhZGVtaWEuZWR1LzYyNjcyMzA2L1RoZV9JbXBhY3Rfb2ZfSElWX0FJRFNfb25fdGhlX1VuaXZlcnNpdHlfb2ZfTmFpcm9iaSM6fjp0ZXh0PTYgNC4wIElNUEFDVCBPRiBISVYvQUlEUyBPTg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=88c247e37a87dbd2JmltdHM9MTcyNzIyMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNGE0NDE3NS05ZjgxLTY1ZTYtMzcwMi01MzQzOWVlNzY0YjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5MQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=14a44175-9f81-65e6-3702-53439ee764b4&psq=The+impact+of+HIV%2fAIDS+on+the+University+of+Nairobi&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWNhZGVtaWEuZWR1LzYyNjcyMzA2L1RoZV9JbXBhY3Rfb2ZfSElWX0FJRFNfb25fdGhlX1VuaXZlcnNpdHlfb2ZfTmFpcm9iaSM6fjp0ZXh0PTYgNC4wIElNUEFDVCBPRiBISVYvQUlEUyBPTg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=88c247e37a87dbd2JmltdHM9MTcyNzIyMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNGE0NDE3NS05ZjgxLTY1ZTYtMzcwMi01MzQzOWVlNzY0YjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5MQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=14a44175-9f81-65e6-3702-53439ee764b4&psq=The+impact+of+HIV%2fAIDS+on+the+University+of+Nairobi&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWNhZGVtaWEuZWR1LzYyNjcyMzA2L1RoZV9JbXBhY3Rfb2ZfSElWX0FJRFNfb25fdGhlX1VuaXZlcnNpdHlfb2ZfTmFpcm9iaSM6fjp0ZXh0PTYgNC4wIElNUEFDVCBPRiBISVYvQUlEUyBPTg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=88c247e37a87dbd2JmltdHM9MTcyNzIyMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xNGE0NDE3NS05ZjgxLTY1ZTYtMzcwMi01MzQzOWVlNzY0YjQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5MQ&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=14a44175-9f81-65e6-3702-53439ee764b4&psq=The+impact+of+HIV%2fAIDS+on+the+University+of+Nairobi&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWNhZGVtaWEuZWR1LzYyNjcyMzA2L1RoZV9JbXBhY3Rfb2ZfSElWX0FJRFNfb25fdGhlX1VuaXZlcnNpdHlfb2ZfTmFpcm9iaSM6fjp0ZXh0PTYgNC4wIElNUEFDVCBPRiBISVYvQUlEUyBPTg&ntb=1
https://doi.org/10.1177/10497323211012347
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33980098
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-021-10196-y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33478434
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.994277
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2022.994277
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36438270
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.artmed.2017.12.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29241658
https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361


11. Hazarie S, Soriano-Paños D, Arenas A, Gómez-Gardeñes J, Ghoshal G. Interplay between population density and
mobility in determining the spread of epidemics in cities. Commun Phys. 2021;4(1). [doi: 10.1038/s42005-021-00679-0]

12. Quinn TC. Global burden of the HIV pandemic. Lancet. Jul 13, 1996;348(9020):99-106. [doi: 10.1016/s0140-
6736(96)01029-x] [Medline: 8676726]

13. Guo Y, Yu C, Xu N, Zheng P, Wang Q. Lung cancer mortality risk and its risk factors in Heilongjiang province: a
Bayesian spatio-temporal modeling analysis. Chin J Public Health. 2021;37(6):965-973. [doi: 10.11847/zgggws1133288]

14. van der Loo M. simputation: simple imputation. The Comprehensive R Archive Network. 2020. URL: https://cran.r-
project.org/web/packages/simputation/index.html [Accessed 2023-08-01]

15. Jiang Q wu, Zhao F. Application of spatial autocorrelation method in epidemiology. Zhong Liu Xing Bing Xue Za Zhi.
Jun 2011;32(6):539-546. [Medline: 21781467]

16. Anselin L. Local indicators of spatial association—LISA. Geogr Anal. Apr 1995;27(2):93-115. [doi: 10.1111/j.1538-
4632.1995.tb00338.x]

17. Talen E, Anselin L. Assessing spatial equity: an evaluation of measures of accessibility to public playgrounds. Environ
Plan A. Apr 1998;30(4):595-613. [doi: 10.1068/a300595]

18. Rushworth A, Lee D, Mitchell R. A spatio-temporal model for estimating the long-term effects of air pollution on
respiratory hospital admissions in Greater London. Spat Spatiotemporal Epidemiol. Jul 2014;10:29-38. [doi: 10.1016/j.
sste.2014.05.001] [Medline: 25113589]

19. Gelfand AE, Smith AFM. Sampling-based approaches to calculating marginal densities. J Am Stat Assoc. Jun
1990;85(410):398-409. [doi: 10.1080/01621459.1990.10476213]

20. Lee D. A tutorial on spatio-temporal disease risk modelling in R using Markov chain Monte Carlo simulation and the
CARBayesST package. Spat Spatiotemporal Epidemiol. Aug 2020;34:100353. [doi: 10.1016/j.sste.2020.100353]
[Medline: 32807395]

21. Donkor E, Kelly M, Eliason C, et al. A Bayesian spatio-temporal analysis of malaria in the Greater Accra region of
Ghana from 2015 to 2019. Int J Environ Res Public Health. Jun 4, 2021;18(11):6080. [doi: 10.3390/ijerph18116080]
[Medline: 34199996]

22. Implementation plan for the AIDS prevention and treatment project of the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
(2015-2020). National Center for AIDS/STD Control and Prevention, China CDC. URL: https://ncaids.chinacdc.cn/
xxgx/zcwj/201512/t20151223_123821.htm [Accessed 2022-03-20]

23. Ren N, Li Y, Wang R, et al. The distribution of HIV and AIDS cases in Luzhou, China, from 2011 to 2020: Bayesian
spatiotemporal analysis. JMIR Public Health Surveill. Jun 14, 2022;8(6):e37491. [doi: 10.2196/37491] [Medline:
35700022]

24. Order of the command department of the leading group for prevention and control of the pneumonia epidemic of novel
coronavirus infection in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region (no. 1). Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region People’s
Government. URL: http://www.gxzf.gov.cn/zt/jd/qlkjxxgzbdgrfyyq/zcwj_28024/t980017.shtml [Accessed 2022-03-20]

25. Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region new coronavirus infected pneumonia epidemic prevention and control work
leading group command on further strengthening thenotice on further strengthening the prevention and control of the
epidemic of “external defense importation” in the region. Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region People’s Government.
URL: http://www.gxzf.gov.cn/zt/jd/qlkjxxgzbdgrfyyq/zcwj_28024/t9141974.shtml [Accessed 2022-03-20]

26. Deane KD, Parkhurst JO, Johnston D. Linking migration, mobility and HIV. Trop Med Int Health. Dec
2010;15(12):1458-1463. [doi: 10.1111/j.1365-3156.2010.02647.x] [Medline: 20958895]

27. Best N, Richardson S, Thomson A. A comparison of Bayesian spatial models for disease mapping. Stat Methods Med
Res. Feb 2005;14(1):35-59. [doi: 10.1191/0962280205sm388oa] [Medline: 15690999]

28. He X, Dong S, Li L, et al. Using a Bayesian spatiotemporal model to identify the influencing factors and high-risk areas
of hand, foot and mouth disease (HFMD) in Shenzhen. PLoS Negl Trop Dis. Mar 2020;14(3):e0008085. [doi: 10.1371/
journal.pntd.0008085] [Medline: 32196496]

29. Osei FB, Duker AA, Stein A. Hierarchical Bayesian modeling of the space‐time diffusion patterns of cholera epidemic in
Kumasi, Ghana. Stat Neerl. Feb 2011;65(1):84-100. [doi: 10.1111/j.1467-9574.2010.00475.x]

30. Hu H, Nigmatulina K, Eckhoff P. The scaling of contact rates with population density for the infectious disease models.
Math Biosci. Aug 2013;244(2):125-134. [doi: 10.1016/j.mbs.2013.04.013] [Medline: 23665296]

31. Guo Q, Luo K, Hu R. The spatial correlations of health resource agglomeration capacities and their influencing factors:
evidence from China. Int J Environ Res Public Health. Nov 23, 2020;17(22):8705. [doi: 10.3390/ijerph17228705]
[Medline: 33238597]

Abbreviations
GDP: gross domestic product
LISA: local indicators of spatial association

JMIR PUBLIC HEALTH AND SURVEILLANCE Li et al

https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361 JMIR Public Health Surveill 2024 | vol. 10 | e53361 | p. 12
(page number not for citation purposes)

https://doi.org/10.1038/s42005-021-00679-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(96)01029-x
https://doi.org/10.1016/s0140-6736(96)01029-x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8676726
https://doi.org/10.11847/zgggws1133288
https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/simputation/index.html
https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/simputation/index.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21781467
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1538-4632.1995.tb00338.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1538-4632.1995.tb00338.x
https://doi.org/10.1068/a300595
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sste.2014.05.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sste.2014.05.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25113589
https://doi.org/10.1080/01621459.1990.10476213
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sste.2020.100353
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32807395
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18116080
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34199996
https://ncaids.chinacdc.cn/xxgx/zcwj/201512/t20151223_123821.htm
https://ncaids.chinacdc.cn/xxgx/zcwj/201512/t20151223_123821.htm
https://doi.org/10.2196/37491
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/35700022
http://www.gxzf.gov.cn/zt/jd/qlkjxxgzbdgrfyyq/zcwj_28024/t980017.shtml
http://www.gxzf.gov.cn/zt/jd/qlkjxxgzbdgrfyyq/zcwj_28024/t9141974.shtml
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-3156.2010.02647.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20958895
https://doi.org/10.1191/0962280205sm388oa
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15690999
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0008085
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0008085
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32196496
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9574.2010.00475.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mbs.2013.04.013
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23665296
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph17228705
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33238597
https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361


UNAIDS: Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

Edited by Amaryllis Mavragani; peer-reviewed by George Jo Bezerra Sousa, Hui Xie, Peng Wang; submitted 06.10.2023;
final revised version received 12.05.2024; accepted 24.05.2024; published 27.09.2024

Please cite as:
Li J, Zhang R, Lan G, Lin M, Tan S, Zhu Q, Chen H, Huang J, Ding D, Li C, Ruan Y, Wang N
The Distribution and Associated Factors of HIV/AIDS Among Youths in Guangxi, China, From 2014 to 2021: Bayesian
Spatiotemporal Analysis
JMIR Public Health Surveill 2024;10:e53361
URL: https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361
doi: 10.2196/53361

© Juntong Li, Runxi Zhang, Guanghua Lan, Mei Lin, Shengkui Tan, Qiuying Zhu, Huanhuan Chen, Jinghua Huang, Dongni
Ding, Chunying Li, Yuhua Ruan, Na Wang. Originally published in JMIR Public Health and Surveillance (https://publi-
chealth.jmir.org), 27.09.2024. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original work, first published in JMIR Public Health and Surveillance, is properly cited. The complete
bibliographic information, a link to the original publication on https://publichealth.jmir.org, as well as this copyright and
license information must be included.

JMIR PUBLIC HEALTH AND SURVEILLANCE Li et al

https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361 JMIR Public Health Surveill 2024 | vol. 10 | e53361 | p. 13
(page number not for citation purposes)

https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361
https://doi.org/10.2196/53361
https://publichealth.jmir.org
https://publichealth.jmir.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://publichealth.jmir.org
https://publichealth.jmir.org/2024/1/e53361

	The Distribution and Associated Factors of HIV/AIDS Among Youths in Guangxi, China, From 2014 to 2021: Bayesian Spatiotemporal Analysis
	Introduction
	Methods
	Ethical Considerations
	Study Area
	Data Source
	Statistical Analysis

	Results
	Spatiotemporal Statistical Analysis
	Bayesian Analysis
	Spatial Autocorrelation Analysis

	Discussion
	Principal Findings
	Limitations
	Conclusions



